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CHAPTER VI.
THE  VEGETAL  ORGANISM.
ALTHOUGH in the last chapter, where we treated of life generally as a product of incident solar Energy, we made little distinction between the two main forms of life, it must yet be understood that the relation which, as wholes, they bear to the incident Energy is exactly contrary. Vegetal organisms, as a rule, are accumulators of Energy, and not expenders : animal organisms, as a rule, are expenders of Energy and not accumulators. In other words, the vegetal organism is a case where incident Kinetic Energy is setting up separative actions between aggregated atoms, and is being absorbed (or potentialised) in the separation so produced : while the animal organism is a case in which the atoms so separated are being reaggre-gated, and their Energies, Potential or Suppressed, are assuming the Kinetic Mode, either as heat or as visible motion. The energy absorbed and potentialised by the plant, is kineticised and given off by the . animal..
Succeeding chapters will deal with the phenomena of vegetal and animal life severally, as enforcing and illustrating these principles. Eor the present we may content ourselves with a brief summary of the results already attained.
